
TWE ATTORSEY GESERAL 
OFTEUS 

November 12, 1973 

Honorabie Ravmond W. Vowel1 
Department of Public Welfare 
Jonn H. Reagan Building 
Austin, Texas 79711 

Open Records Declslor, No. 5 

Dear Mr. Vowell: 

By letter of June 26, 1973, Mr. Ray Hamilton. of tr.e iiani:ssr. 
Convalesent Home of Fort Worth, Texas, requested from you tne foi- 
lowing information: (a) t$e percent of occupancy for each :nd;vi$zal 
nursing nome in Tarrant County; and (b) tF.e percent of occu~ar.::: fo.- 
Tarrant County at the overall county level. By letter of Duly ,, :s::, ; 
yo;: transmltted tt.ls letter to us, along witn your questions as to 
wr.etr.er fke requested information snouid be dlsc:osed under z-,,c+ =I-‘ ..w--- --__ 
6. We understand :nat to comply with tr,e request wozld necess:rate 
tze iFscl3sdre of informat:on concerning persons recz:v:ng guklic 
medical assistance. 

Tne 1nformat:on requested here 1s made conf:den::al 0:~ V.A.T.S. 
PIJPLIC WELFARE - Article 69’j;-1, Section :3. Tr.a t ~Sec t !oc ;~o~J~:Es 
In j7ertLner.t part: 

“it shall be unlawfui . . .for any person or persons 
to sollclt, disclose, receive, maice use cf, or to a;:r.- 
orlte, knowingly permit, participate in, or acquLesce 
:.n use of, any list of, or names of, or any lr.formarl;- 
concerning, persons apply:ng for or recelvini; s;ic~. p;;rli: 
assistance or medical assistance, d:rec:l; or I?.;lrezrl: 
deri-Jcd from the records, papers, f::es, or ~o~.m~r.L~a:id~.; 
of the State Department or subdlvlsions or agencies :nerccf, 
or acquired In the course of tne performance of c:‘f:tiii 
duties .” (emphasis added) 

Sec::on ?(a)(l) of Xouse Bill 6 excepts from disclosure “l?.i:r:,e::,r. 
deemed conf:dent:si oy law, elther cOnStltutlOn31. Staiiitor~, cr ::. 



Honorable Raymond W. Vowel1 
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judlclal decision.” We have no fndlcation ti?at Mr. Hamilfon would 
utllLze this information in a manner detrimental to persons receLvlr.z 
public medical assistance. But in this situation, House Bill 6 
provides us no leeway to consider a requestor’s motives. Because 
we can conclevc of a situation where, albeit un?ntentionai:y, z7.e 
names of persons receiving public medical assistance could be 
lndi:ectl dcrlvdd, we must honor the wlszes of the Legislature and ex- 
dinformat ion from disclosure. 

Very truly yours, 

Attorney General 


